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Russian chancellor, after paying a personal tribute to Andrassy, voiced his conviction that for the time being "the political situation and the interests of Austria-Hungary" offer a guarantee of her desire to maintain the status quo. Gorchakov admitted at the same time that the dual monarchy, as a great Power bordering on Turkey and comprising a large Slav population, had legitimate interests in the welfare of the Christian subjects of the sultan. This admission was an important departure from Russia's traditional attitude as the sole protector of the Slavs under Turkish rule. The willingness to conciliate the rival Russian and Austrian claims in the Balkans made possible the alliance of the three emperors which Bismarck was striving to achieve.
The rapprochement of the three imperial courts was brought about gradually. In August, 1871, the emperors of Germany and Austria-Hungary conferred at Ischl. In June, 1872, a group of Austro-Hungarian officers headed by the Archduke William attended Russian army maneuvers near St. Petersburg, where they were given a warm reception. In September the tsar, at his own request, was invited to visit Berlin at the same time as Francis Joseph. In April-May, 1873, William was Alexander's guest at St. Petersburg, and in June the tsar paid a state visit to Vienna, his first appearance in the Austrian capital since the Crimean War. In February, 1874? Francis Joseph returned the Russian emperor's visit. On each occasion the monarchs were accompanied by their ministers of foreign affairs.
The revival of the Holy Alliance in the guise of the alliance of the three emperors is usually identified with their meeting at Berlin. Although the Berlin conversations, in the words of Gorchakov (letter to Brunnow of September 11, 1872, N.S.) produced "no positive engagements that would modify our freedom of action, . . . nothing for the diplomatic archives," their "moral result was immense." William's visit to St. Petersburg led to the conclusion of the secret Russo-German convention (May 6,18737 N.S,) which stipulated mutual military assistance in case Russia or Germany were attacked by another European Power. A month later (June 67 N.S.), during the stay of the tsar in Vienna, Alexander and Francis Joseph affixed their signatures to the quaintly warded secret convention of Schonbrunn which professed fo ensnare the unity of action of the two emperors, irrespective of changes that might occur in the composition of their governments. The monarchs bound themselves not to allow any divergency of interests in "special questions" that may arise to prevent them from